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Statement by the Society for Turkic, Ottoman and Turkish Studies
On the Dismissal of Prof. Dr. Biilent Bilmez and Academic Freedom in Turkey

The Society for Turkic, Ottoman and Turkish Studies e.V. (GTOT) expresses its great concern over the
dismissal of Prof. Dr. Biilent Bilmez by Istanbul Bilgi University on 3 July 2026 after 21 years of service.
Prof. Bilmez was Professor of History and Director of the History Master’s Programme and has made
outstanding contributions to research, teaching, supervision, and academic self-governance at the
university.

The university administration has not yet provided a public explanation for the termination of his
employment that would be comprehensible to the scholarly community. Any characterisation of the
dismissal as a purely administrative matter is unconvincing in view of Prof. Bilmez’s long-standing
service, his central roles in teaching, supervision, and programme coordination, and the abrupt
interruption of ongoing academic responsibilities. In such a case, a transparent and substantive
justification, subject to review in accordance with the rule of law, is indispensable.

Prof. Bilmez himself has drawn a connection between the decision and his long-standing research on
Kurds, Alevis, language rights, and minorities, as well as his recently published work on Dersim.
Whatever the ultimate motivation, the circumstances of the decision, its insufficient justification, and
its consequences for research, teaching, and supervision raise serious questions regarding academic
freedom and institutional responsibility.

The dismissal affects not only the scholar directly concerned. It has immediate consequences for
students whose courses, theses, supervision arrangements, and general advising are disrupted. It
therefore damages not only individual academic trajectories but also the reliability of university
structures. Decisions of this kind also harm the reputation of the university concerned and undermine
confidence in the autonomy, reliability, and international standing of higher education in Turkey.

As a scholarly association, we firmly oppose any attempt to restrict research and teaching through
extra-academic pressure, administrative interventions, or institutional sanctions. Critical scholarly
engagement with minorities, histories of violence, cultures of memory, language rights, and social
conflicts is integral to historical and contemporary Turkish Studies. Such research must be possible
independently, in an open-ended manner, and without professional repercussions.

Freedom of research and teaching and the institutional autonomy of universities are indispensable
prerequisites for a vibrant academic culture. Universities have a responsibility to protect scholars who
work on controversial or socially sensitive topics. Scholarly controversies must be addressed through
argument, not through administrative or institutional sanctions.

GTOT declares its solidarity with Prof. Dr. Bilent Bilmez. We call upon the leadership of Istanbul Bilgi
University to reverse the dismissal. We further urge the university to ensure that scholarly work,
research topics, and public statements are never used as grounds for employment-related or
administrative action.

As a scholarly association with long-standing ties to Turkey and its academic institutions, we appeal to
those responsible to recognise the indispensable contribution of independent scholarship to an open,
pluralistic, and democratic society.

Prof. Dr. Bilent Bilmez has our full solidarity and support.
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