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University of Hamburg | 1–2 October 2026 

 

Application Deadline: Friday, 16 January 2026 
 

The period between 1931 and 1946/50 in Turkey represents a distinct phase in Turkish political 
history, because it was when the country’s founding regime became most entrenched and its 
ideologies explicitly (re)formulated. These two decades were characterized by nationalism and 
violence, but also by intra-regime contestation and by institutional arbitrariness and experi-
mentation. They present a particularly fruitful case for global historical analysis of authoritari-
anism—and not only because of Ankara’s interaction with contemporary authoritarian regimes 
in Western Europe and the USSR. Turkey’s political system also exerted transnational influence 
and served a putative model for developmentalist-authoritarian states around the postcolonial 
world later in the century. 

This conference and the subsequent book project invite scholars to contribute cutting-edge 
research on authoritarianism as lived and practiced in Turkey between 1931 and 1950. We are 
especially interested in contributions that consider issues of institutional experimentation, 
state-society relations, and rule of law (including states of exception and legal arbitrariness). In 
this regard, we gladly take up Sevgi Adak and Alexandros Lamprou’s invigorating appeal to his-
torians of Turkey’s single-party period to shift our focus from abstract ideologies and regime 
pronouncements to “the way the state functioned in practice” (Lamprou and Adak 2022, 8). 

It is an opportune moment to explore the inner workings of the single-party regime in Turkey. 
The resurgence of authoritarianism in Turkey (and elsewhere) today coincides with a process of 
vociferous renegotiation of the paradigms through which scholars study Turkey’s earlier period 
of authoritarianism. The original Kemalist paradigm, which emphasized Kemal Atatürk’s suc-
cess in modernizing the country, was accused of sweeping the regime’s anti-democratic as-
pects under the historiographical rug. This critique, now known as “post-Kemalism,” became a 
paradigm in its own right—but has been criticized of reifying an absolute distinction between 
an “elitist” state and an “authentic” society. Since the 2010s, scholars have explored new per-
spectives, including transnational ones. Some, for example, understand early republican devel-
opments as a broader process of post-Ottoman transformation, while others consider them as 
part of the reckonings of a post-genocide society. A few works approach early republican his-
tory not from the rear-view mirror, but consider how it conditioned the early decades of multi-
party politics. Methodologically, historians are leaning into labor and social history; a Migdalian 
approach appears ascendant, but not yet paradigmatic. This conference contributes to these 
developments empirically while also providing diverse scholars an open-ended opportunity to 
map out and shape the future of the field. 
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Possible themes include (but are not limited to): 
 

§ Institutional experimentation and its (social, gendered, family-based) consequences, im-
plementing the principle of inkılâpçılık (revolutionism) under high Kemalism 

§ Tension between legal arbitrariness and state-building through law 
§ Civil-military relations 
§ The inner workings of state-sanctioned professional associations in education, architec-

ture, media, art, etc.; patronage and clientelism; educational reform, musealization  
§ Experimentation in the economy, competition between statism and liberalization 
§ Infrastructure and environment, development and environmental protection 
§ Institutions of social control, mobility, borders and smuggling, settlement, pastoralism 
§ Decision-making processes during anti-minority measures, proponents of and objectors 

to state violence 
§ Visions of a future Turkey, Kemalist theories of society and their application 
§ War preparedness and mobilization 
§ Contestation of democratization under authoritarian conditions; institutional continui-

ties through 1960 
§ Prosopographical approaches, network analysis, family histories, unexpected actors, 

new sources, ego-documents 
 

How to Apply | Scholars wishing to participate in this conference should send an abstract of 
300–500 words and a list of previous publications to the conference organizer, Alexander 
Balistreri (alexander.balistreri uni-hamburg.de) by Friday, 16 January 2026. The abstract 
should be sure to highlight the novelty of the conference paper’s approach or use of sources 
as well as its expected contribution to the conference themes. Please indicate if you would be 
willing to develop your conference paper as a chapter of an edited volume (due Dec. 2026). 

 

Evaluation criteria | Space at this conference is limited and, sadly, not all applications can be 
accepted. Priority will be given to applications that most directly address the themes ad-
dressed above and which demonstrate a strong empirical focus. Care will be taken to ensure a 
diversity of themes and approaches. Organizers aim to invite a balanced mix of local, regional, 
and international researchers and of early-career and advanced researchers. 
 

Funding | Participants from Turkey (and other mid- or low-income countries) will be guaran-
teed funding for travel and lodging in Hamburg. Every effort is being made to seek full fund-
ing for other participants from Western Europe, though the extent is contingent on the re-
sults of ongoing funding applications. Please indicate in your application if you can cover your 
own costs of travel and lodging. Final decisions on funding are expected in May 2026. 

 

Online Participation | The conference will take place in person in Hamburg. In the interests 
of cordiality and ease of organization, a hybrid or digital conference will not be on offer. 

 

Timeline 
 

16 January 2026  Deadline for submission of abstracts 
late January 2026  Response from organizers  
1–2 October 2026  Conference takes place in Hamburg, Germany 
1 December 2026  Deadline for preliminary manuscripts for book publication 


